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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
CLASS IX 

WORKSHEET  
NO MEN ARE FOREIGN-JAMES KIRKUP 

 

 
 

‘No Men Are Foreign’ is a beautiful poem written by James Kirkup to spread the message of peace 

and harmony by telling us that all men are same and there is no difference between them. Therefore, 

we should not hate and fight one another.  

     The poem tells us that all the divisions which are based on nation, caste, creed, colour or religion 

have no base because all the human beings are equal before God and humanity. Since, we are all 

same, we must shun violence of all kinds and unite to make our lives better.  In ‘No Men Are 

foreign’ the poet states that all human beings in this world are the same. They are like blood 

brothers. Their bodies are the same under different uniforms. The land on which they walk is the 

same as we walk on. They are award of sun, air, water, etc. like us. Their hands are like ours. They 

labour with their hands as we labour with our hands. Their eyes are like ours. They can be won by 

love as we can be. The life is common in every land that can be recognised and understood. So 

when someone says that we should hate our brothers, we betray ourselves. We must remember that 

when we fight each other, we make the earth dirty. Our hatred insults the innocence only. So we 

must love all human beings as we all are the same. We can observe the view and vision of Tagore as 

‘universal brotherhood’, beyond the man made boundaries of nations. 

 

I. Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Let us remember, whenever we are told  

To hate our brothers, it is ourselves  

That we shall dispossess, betray, condemn. 

Remember, we who take arms against each other….. 

a) Who have been called ‘our brothers’? 

b) Who instigates the commoners to hate their brothers? 

c) Who is the poet? 

d) What does ‘condemn’ mean? 

2. It is the human earth that we defile.  

Our hells of fire and dust outrage the innocence  

Of air that is everywhere our own,  

Remember, no men are foreign, and no countries strange. 

a) What does the word ‘defile’ means? 

b) What does ‘hells of fire’ stand for? 

c) How do we humiliate the mother earth? 

d) When is the earth defiled? 

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words 

 

1. How do the people hate their brothers? Are they right? 
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2. We hate our brothers and begin to harm them as well as ourselves. How? 

3. How does the earth unite us? 

4. What does the poet mean by the words ‘harvests’ and ‘war’? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words. 

            1. Hatred, jealousy and misdeeds are the dangerous pollutants of our own earth. Discuss.  

2. How can you say that we all are the same? Discuss on the basis of the poem ‘No Men are 

foreign’.  

 

 
 

 

 


